
 

Marks of a Christian – Part 8 
Romans 12:19-21 

 
a. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of 

God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 
Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if 
he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will 
heap burning coals on his head.” 

a. Proverbs 25:21-22 - 21 If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to 
eat, and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink, 22 for you will 
heap burning coals on his head, and the LORD will reward you.  

b. Deut. 32:35 - Vengeance is mine, and recompense, for the time 
when their foot shall slip; for the day of their calamity is at hand, 
and their doom comes swiftly.’  (song of Moses) 

c. Matt. 5:43-45 - 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, 
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so 
that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he 
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on 
the just and on the unjust.  

b. 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
a. To be overcome by evil occurs when any reaction to evil brings an 

attitude of retaliation, vengeance, or disdain.  We need to rise 

above that, or else be lowered to the same level as the 

perpetrators of evil against us. 

b. Matt. 5:38-40 - 38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an 

eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I say to you, Do not resist the 

one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to 

him the other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and take your 

tunic, let him have your cloak as well.  


