
Reasons 
 
Luke 14:16-24  Then He said to him, "A certain man gave a great 
supper and invited many, 17  and sent his servant at supper time to 
say to those who were invited, 'Come, for all things are now 
ready.'  18  But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The 
first said to him, 'I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and 
see it. I ask you to have me excused.' 19  And another said, 'I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to 
have me excused.' 20  Still another said, 'I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come.' 21  So that servant came and reported these 
things to his master. Then the master of the house, being angry, said 
to his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, 
and bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the 
blind.'  22  And the servant said, 'Master, it is done as you commanded, 
and still there is room.' 23  Then the master said to the servant, 'Go out 
into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my 
house may be filled. 24  For I say to you that none of those men who 
were invited shall taste my supper.' "  
 
There is one aspect of this parable that might be considered unusual today. 
That is, no one seems to refuse when food is being served. 
 
Matthew 21:28-32  "But what do you think? A man had two sons, and 
he came to the first and said, 'Son, go, work today in my 
vineyard.'  29  He answered and said, 'I will not,' but afterward he 
regretted it and went. 30  Then he came to the second and said 
likewise. And he answered and said, 'I go, sir,' but he did not 
go. 31  Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said to Him, 
"The first." Jesus said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that tax 
collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you.  
32  For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not 
believe him; but tax collectors and harlots believed him; and when you 
saw it, you did not afterward relent and believe him.  
 
In this parable, the first son did not make an excuse. He said No. But later 
he changed his mind and went. Neither did the second son make an 
excuse. He said he would, but he did not. 
 



Matthew 7:21-23  "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 
heaven. 22  Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done 
many wonders in Your name?' 23  And then I will declare to them, 'I 
never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'  
 
Jesus has already spoken of sheep’s clothing. Some can look good when 
they are not. A day will come when claims of having done great things will 
no longer avail. “Depart from me” are words that should make us evaluate 
ourselves. Claims, reasons, and excuses will not matter. He who does the 
will of My Father in heaven will matter. 


